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STORY 


Blind Beggar of-Bedaal-Green, &c. 


| TC H AP. IF. _ 
'% Monford, the: be Drege of Bedna nakelhig, went, accompanied ”w 
is the 


Wife," to the War Wars of Frafice : a4 by what means _ 
fo loſe his Sicht; and {av 2 is tf; «and of his Ketmrn to El 
&c Ee, : CY EE. : ©. 6 
£4. < Y= BY. * 
N ditiner Ss, the the Role of - England, eclipſed beth 
of emer djs true ExziÞValou . made- that Nation ſic 


, :mongſt other brave-Gallants that went over to try t 
_ »” Forrune, Menford was"ofie, =-# Perſon well deſcended, ' 
being naturally inclin"dtg War, and' greedy of Fame, neither 
entreaty of - Friends, nox- the; Marriage 'he had contracted w 
kind and - beautiful Woman, could. alter his purpoſe ;. but tal 
his Wife, Margates with him, who, by no:means, would be 
duced, #0. ſtay behind:;- he. with many hundreds more, cre 
the Sezs, and-;with- the help: iof..a proſperous Wind; arrs 


ab Callice, Marched. to'ithe Roydl S_—_ accompanied _ 
0 


A, 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. 
oving Wife, who in Man-like aftixe; became his inſeparable.Com- | 
panion, in Danger and Hazards, ind was the" cauſe of ſaving fr | 
ite; for many Skirmiſhes happening between the Englyh and | | 
French, wherein young Monford behaved himſelf with wondrous } ] 

T 

C 
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ourage,. and mm one, follpwing_tog hox_the purſuit, was with Þ} 
vers oghers, igtrepped io 'an Ambuſh, 1; the Eveaing, and _ 
hough he manfully diſpuged it, Making greas Slagghter of the p 


nemy; yet in ſpight of reſiſtance, he was beaten from his 


wa © » : # 3 » h ; V 

orſe by a forcible Stroak, and left in' the ficld for Dead, a» }-, 
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ng the dead an'! dying: Men; wher@he* had utidbubtedly- per. - 
ned (through loſs of Blood, ahd' the anguiſh of his odad, 
nat his render-hearted Love, 'upon her hearing whit had hap- 
ied, and his not'returning, hafted to the Field; where amongft 
Yain, ſhe (by Moon-light) diſcovered: tim, itripped, and 
ipling for \Lite; and by the Help of # Servant, bronght him 
a Shepard s Cottage, where ſhe- carefully: drefſed his Wounds, 

/ _ and 


/ 
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The Hiftory of ' the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. 
and. admia-{tred ſuch: Cordials as brought him to himſelf, to her 
unſpeakavle, oy ; rhough..this joy.;iwas ſomewhat abated, when 
| ſhe found by the torcibleneſs,o0bthe- Blow, he had loſt his fights 
| But, true Love working mn her heart, the alteration, or disfigures 
{| ment of his Countenance couid not alter her AﬀeCtion ; bur 
comtorting  btm-1n--the- beſt ſheaganid= {rho ughnindeed his natu- 
ral Courage would not. hghtily admit of any dejeFion) ſhe, 
| with part of 'the money ſhe-had, procur'd him a homely ſuit 
"of Apparel, and brought Jim. (now unfir for ſervice) back to 
| Exgland, of whoſe entertainment. and {e:tlem-nt at Bednal Green, 
| in the Cqunty, of Middleſex,” -and- cout [e ot Life, you ſhall hcar 
} in the follo owing” a? | 


_ — — — ——— —— — - 


; _— 0 I L. 
| How Mortord arrived” in Enotarls; and of the cold Entertainment 


| he founid| amonisft* his Relations; how "he came | ta Bednal-Green, 
| ad ſerif himfſe if there; he pint nl 754 his Living, &c. 
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ded with 
$: vertuous Ihe'T je where he 
qÞ ba BE Sores Rclutoag NT in-thig Nec ffiry, 
they applie@"themlelves- for” Suctotr;*bur VE 2 of not defi- 
Js «of his Company, who, after the Death of his Parents, had 
} Iuatted much of . his -Patrimony', or fearing in that Condition he 
ight: be: Chargeabl<, ro them, would not know him; and thoſe 
bt were convineed Þ£. was the fame Monford, that went over 
d. France, gave him but cold entertainment,  infomueh, 
ng: io refye up. n ;hcir Chariry, he told the kind. Partne 
i hs joy. and ſor: 0," that he intended (early in the Morning} 
\4oh towards Lover, and that lig would, rather tuft} rv Fro- 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Beygar if 
vidence, than to the ingratitude of thoſe,” who in his proſper 
days had. careſſed him in a” high manner. His Wife che#{ 
him, declaring ſhe would' not be Idle at home, but: Labohr' 
her Spinning Wheel ;- arid at ſuch other matters as in her yo; 


Shay we Em. 


ger Years ſhe had been brought up to: And fo without tal ily, 
leave of any, early in the morning they departed ; 'anid In WW" gec 
IE travelling' (having ſpefit' the little money they had teſtriWſptic 
neceſſity, that has no Law, fo far humbled his high Spirit, WF 90: 
he .did not think it amiſs (eſpecially in places where he Wan 4rc: 
known) to crave the Charity -of the People as he paſſed thivmpp lng 
Everal. good Towns, . who underſtatiding that | he carte! bf moe 
misfortune in figfiting for the Honour of his CogHtty; Ya Fl 1 


Mm 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. 
liberally, inſomuch, that he reſolved to be of good Cheer; and 
| thereupon conſidering with himſelf, that he was never brought 
| up to Labour ; or if he had, the loſs of his Sight had render'd 
'| him incapable of buſineſs, he reſolved'to embrace what Providence 
'| hadcaſt in his way ; which was, ro live upon Charity, which he 
-| found to flow in upon. him faſter than he expeCted ; Whereupon, 
arriving at Beazal-Green, a place near London, he, with the little 
mony. he had got, hired a ſmall "Cottage for his Wife and himſelf, 
and daily. appearing publick to crave Alms, was from thence 'cal- 
; } led, The Beggar ot Bednat-Green, and in a ſhort time foun®' it a 
{| iriving Trade, inſomuch, that his Bed of Straw was changed into 
1 Bown, and hisearthen Platters, and other Urenfils into a better forr. 


—. 
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An_ 


CHA P. III. 


| How Monford happened" to meet with Snap, an Old experienced EY :;} 
'] gar, who gave him an-infight into the myſtery of the Canting Tribe, þ. 
- and how he inpited- bjew "#0 their general. Rende V0#Zc, &Cc. Y 


1 M4997 reſolving in this kind of way terfpend the remainder _ 
4VL4of his 'days, ak he mighe humble himſelf for his former © 
| Offences, having 'plyed it wirh good ſucceſs in the place where | _ 
4] he lived ; by 'the Road fide he was encountered one day by an 2; 
-*| old Proficient at. the Trade, . who ſeeing him diligent, became great= =: 
Wl} |y deſirous of his arquaintance, and to know what Gang he belon- * 
Wſ{ged to, and began to Cant (as is uſual amongſt” ſuch ſeaſoned. 
Sticks of that -Profeſſion). of which kind of Speech being known to 
WF me but thr 1/clves.”  Monford being, ignorant, could make him no . 
onfiþ 4ireit Anſwerz- which the: other, - whoſe: Name” was Snap, percei- * | 
al ving, and therby knowing him. to be a young beginner, invited him | 
wtheir Feaſts, or Rendeſeonze in White-Chappel, whither he having 1 
WF promiſed to:come 3 and they bermees them, tipp'd off four black 
WE Pos of Fer, they at that Yvc parted. = © Chap. 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green: 


4s alſo of the Preſent they, mage- him, &C. "af 


as likewiſe what he had-prom:ſed, crntreating her to get: 


and; as merry as the Maids; which made them imagin they wer. 


"G:/HAW 0; kN 
Haw Monſord went to the beggars. Feaſt,: ani of his Enmtertainmen;, 


either miſtaken in the Place, or had 6&:en impoied upon ; and ther! 


» /; Oxford, upon his coming home, declared to-his Wife, whatt}* 
y 4 merry Companion he met with, 2nd what Diſconrſe he | 


things In readineſs, that ſe might be: at J/eaſwre ro -Congutt hn] 
thither,, where appeared, infiead of a ragged Reg iment.ot Lame, bl, | 
and dvzab, ther was a rout of jovial Daxcers, as gay as the >pring 


———— 
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fore were about to retire, had..not Sep, who knew Monford att 
firſt bluſh, farred from his Chair, where he ſat Superviſor nw 


his Gallantry, and taking him. by the, Hand, /e: him know, vi | 


_—_ 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Begger of Bednal-Green: 
he was, and aſterward preſented him to the whole Aſſembly, who 
received him as a Brother, or Member of their SOctety. caCi (by | 
'$ the Order of Sz4p) paying him a Complement: And that for the 
4 future he might not want a Guide on all occaſions, S»ap (inthe * 
' name of the reſt) preſented him with a Dog and a Bell, trained * 
to the Buſineſs, and had before been the Companion of an Eye- 
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$1 - leſs Beggar deccaſed ; and ſo having feaſted him and his Spouſe 
4 in a ſplendid manner, they diſmiſſed him, upon his promiſe chat 
1 bewould not. be wanting at that yearly meeting ; and being difs 
nufſed, he t1udged hame with his tractable Guide, which ever af- 


6 * 


ter. proved ſerviceable to him, G +: 
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What Snereſs he hid ir his Beoging Trate, and how a Dane htty 
was born to him, and Chrijiened by the Name of” F\1zabeth. 


He blind Bezgir by theſe fortunate Adientures, being in a 

manner Vs:wr Gt his Trade, ſcornci} tro bu confined to his 
former plying plac, bur, by the help of his T'og, trucged of- 
ten to Londen; 21 eaving the perfect Tone, had (tor the moſt 
part) the luck to recur with his Pockets well lined with Chink, 
and Ly long practice, h15 way of begging became fo pl.aling to 
| him, that he would 0':va profeſs it the happiel! parr of his Life, 
; and thus 1unc his Pipis upon occaſion. 


rs 3 ON © 


| A Bepgar lives a merry Life, he hath both wealth and eaſe, , 
| His Days axe free from Care ana Strife, he does what e*er he pleaſe: 
| Whilſt others labour, ſweat, and toil, his Tongue aoth ger him Pelf, 
Fle travels with his Dog and bell, and lrings heme ſtore of Wealth. 


He being by this time in a warm condition, to add further to 
his Joy, and make him amends for his lois of Stght, his lows 
and careful Wife fell in Labour, and brouzht forth the lovelic 
Girl imaginable, whoſe Birth made him quite forget his: formex 
misfortunes, . and think himſelf the happicit Man alive ; an hut 
dred times he kiſſed her, and davled her in his Arms, and at ht 
Chriſtening (which was managed with Deeency' and Pruderit9 
Cauſed her to be named Elizabeth, from whence ſberwas afterwattl 
deſervedly called pretty Betty ; for as ſhe grew up, ſhe exceeded 
in Beauty to a degree of Wonder, her courteons and ſeemly Be- 
hayiour no leſs obliging ; ſo that in her very Chjld-hoog, ſome: 
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The Hiſtory of the Blind Bezgar of Bednal-Green. 
began'to -dote upon her admirable PerfeQtions, and the better" 
gualifie. her, goon her ſuch Learning as was ſuitable to her'ge 
gree, Which ſhe improved to the height ; ſo that her Beauty and 
Wit, 'her Skill 1n Singing, Dancing, and Playing on Inflrument 
of Muſick, -procured her the Envy of- the Virgins therabout ; 
who ſuppoſing themſelves much Superiour in Birth and Fortune, 
cauld 1'l endure to. hear her Praiſes every where ſpoken of, e- 
ſpecially by the young Men, whilſt they ſtood neglected ; inſo-' 
much, that not knowing other ways how to vent their ipleen, 
they would oftcn take an occafion openly to Aﬀeont her in 'the 
Street, and at Merry-making, calling her Beggars-6rat, (and utrer- 
ing many other unſeemly Speeches) which ſhe bore as long as 
ſhe could endure, with a becoming Patience, and ftrove, by 
gentle Per{waſtons and Reproots, to win thei to a Reconcile- 
ment ; and often with Tears in her lovely Eyes, ſhe wou'd_be 
apt to ſay to them: Tow ſhould not methinks Enuy me at this 


he —— 
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Good Of 


"I. [; : - A p / th - 
Fate, nho never i3j4rea 0s , but flrive lo ao \ ou all mls: on 
fires I can; Wha if my Parents are (as you ſuppoſe them 21cm 
OST 
and you were Que:ns, 4nd 7 not fo well + Ras af your ſerves 
__ 
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tough 


The Hiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. . 


though in that you may be miſtaken; it might have. been your Caſe 
4 i, } Fiat fits fit, wil had it: been ſo, Tell me which of, you would 
not have been Afﬀifted to heve been uſed as you unkinatte uſe me? 

Theſe, or the like Expreſſions being uttered in vain, and” ma-- 
ny ways being contrived by her ill-willers to diſcourage thoſe 
'Suitors that ſought her Love ;- ſhe being-by this time Fifteen 
Years of Age : wherefore, to end the' Strife, and in hopes to be 
kindly uſed amongſt Strangers ; ſh2 reſolved to make it her Re- 
queſt to her Parents, that ſhe might take her Lot in ſcarch of 
Fortune ; the which the did with Tears:1n her Eyes, tclling them 
' the Cauſe; but they long time oppoſed it, uſing many Arguments. 
' to perſwade her to the. contrary : ;But finding the Realons ſhe 
; urged weighty, and tending to her Advantage, they lett it to her- 
| Diſcretion. | 2 
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CHAP. VT. - th, bh. 


. d» > 


How the Blind Beggar's Daughter left her Father's Houfe, to ſeek © 

her Fortune ; the Reaſon why ſhe. tid ih; and the Entertainmewt 
F* | * R &. 3 St ow” | A 
J] "He day being .come that PEO RPO ge Wind Beggar's 
daughter ſhould depart, being furnithed with Cloaths, Mo- 
ney, and other Neceſſaries, ſhe fell upon her Kees; and craved 
her Parcnts bliffing ; which being given, with .maaF/Prayers for - 
her Proſperity, they took a ſad foe and” each bet&ok them; 
viz. Monford to his Mumping Trade, his Wife to her-Wheel, and - 

the Daughter to ſeek her Furtune. - : 
_ Prutty Berty having left her Father's Houſe, or-rather Smoak- 
Loft, went penſive along the Road towards Stratford, as one 
not reſolved whither to go, but rather truſting Fortune, and 
her Good Agel, to dire her; and fo travelling all Night, by 
the 


The- Hiſtory of the Blind * Begg ar of "Bednal-Green. | 
the light--of- the- Moon, by  Suncriſ® ſhe” Game? to*'Ramford itt 

Eſſex, where "finding her ſelf faint, the betook' her ſelf 'to an 
Inn, and there fitting down, called for fome-what wherwith to 
Refreſh her, '\goking - penſive and ſad; * and often ſighing at her 
hard fortune; which che: Mifzifs of the Houſe perceiving, as al- 
ſo her neat- Garby and moticft Refavigur, began ro queſtion her 
from whence: ſhe was; or :whither! ſhe 'wasibound ? 'who: told 
her ſhe- was one” that had been well Faucated by indulgent P4 
reuts; but was now, contrary to*her former expettation, forced 
ro. ſeek her fortune; and that ſhe'was- born--near London. Up- 
on this, the good Woman being more and more taken with her 
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Carriage, demanded it ſhe wou'd be content to ftay -with her: 
till ſhe could bereer provide to hþ# advantage, and that ſhe would" 
ule her as a daughter, rather /ffan a /ervant ; to" this (after a 

| ho | while, 


The Hiſtoty of the Blind Reggar of Bednal-Green: 
while, having weighed, and conſidered it) ſhe conſented, ' and in 
the performance of whatever ſhe. undertook, diſcharged her ſelf fo 

. well, that ſhe gaized the /ove and applanſe of all that obſerved 
her, inſomuch, that her Name, for beavty and \ ingennity began' to 

| ſpread, and abundance of young men 7eſorted to the Houſe, which 
rreated a great trade, on purpole to ſee her, who gezerally took 
a liking to her; for Nature had made her ſo /ovely and charm 
ing, that ſhe could not but be admired ; inſomuch, that many 
of them (as they found opportunity) began to buz Love Stories 
in her Ears, to which ſhe- gave but little heed, trill fowr Suitors 
| of greater worth beat oft theie little Affailants, and laid a Cliſe 
| Szege ; as in the following Chapter will appear. 
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CH AP. VEL 


F How pretty Betty, the blind Beggar's Daughter, living at an Inn. A. 
Rumford, was courica by divers Perſons of good birth and for: )þ 
tunt, S&C. | 


\ F © being by this ume ſecretly whiſpered, That pretty Betty 
} muſt be 79 than ſhe ſcemrd, as to her Paremtace, ir mace 
> ther Reprrtation prow higher ; inforuch, . that the In» keepers 

' Son ; a London Mertant ; a+Gentleman of a good Eftate; and a 


; vrged the zeanefs Of Itr Firth, and inequality of forrune ; en- 
treating hea (if tfy Wire in jeſt, as ſhe.could nor otherwile 
imagine) to ſpare the blubes of an innocent” Maid, or if in ear: 
;neſt, to conſider how-muchy, who ever of them had her, would 
-impair himfclf by ſo unequal a Match, and place his AfeQtions 
jelſewhere, I: he not erecting (y her) his expettarion, his Love, 
pitgr Marriage, fhould: decay, ad turnito: Reproach ;'' which' (ſhe 
aid) would break her-poor Fewr, This modeſt-objcRion' peſ: 


ſeſſed 


rich Knight, courted Ir fayour ; againſt whoſe imporcunities ſhe | * 
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The' Hijtory of the Blind Begyar of Bednal-Green. 
ſeſſed them with farther thoughts of her concealing tle worth of 
her birth and Parentage, and gave more Fuel to their Paſſion : 
So ealie is Man to believe the .1hing he, would have; inſcmuch, 
thit they began to reyty their proteſtations of Love, and intireſt 
Afettion, offering her Rings, Gloves, and Jewels; but ſhe would 


The young Knight| 
thatVar ied pritty 


RIDE 


— 


RD INANG 11 
OO CDNONY _ 
\ 
vx» 


LA 
CG 

< 

%. 


Z 
«\ 4 = 
Fa od ". 
% 


L GAYA C4 
WW 


ws WIN 


not accept them, leſt the taking the Gife' without the Man.. might 
be predudicjal zo her Tames, ,tor all of them fbe well knew ſbe 
could not have, or whether any ,of zhem, when they came to know 
that her Father was a beggar, would have her, ſhe could not well 
believe ;, though, they feverally romiſed to /ove hey as dear as 
life, and maintain her in the height of, Gallaptry, whale  Aaareſſes 
her Maſter and Miſtreſs ſuffefed;,{or the ſake. of rhe profic;. yet 
be growing _conſeious of. the,njury [he might do them, by hin 
g their. fortunes, made a relojution FS cover her. Parents, and 

7 tr) ions; and accordingl 


it. 


| Wir 1 
gas a try the ſincerity of their A Cha 


The Hiſtory of the Biinxd Begger of Rednal-Green. 


CR AP. Vi, 
How pretty Betty being Wooed by ber Maſter's Son, a Merchan, q 
ſighted by all but the Knight, ana of th: Agreement ſhe made, 


UR beautiful Virgin being hardly preſſed for Love and En- 
joyment, found her lelf obltged to' rake a courſe thar might 
rid her of 'her Lovers, -&r Allot .one 'of them to her ſhare; 
wherefore ihe 10!d them ſhe was” not really at her own difpo- 
{;1, her parenis being alive, rherefore, if they loved her as they 
| ſaid, and /ſcermg but one could Enjoy her, ſhe was contented 
her Faher. ſhould chooſe une for her, of whoſe Choice ſhe 
would Approve. | | 1 
This 1ez chem in a manner at: Daggers drawing who ſhoyld - 


_ —_— Rag. 2D Dat *;. Ati a, 


7 dclired. to be informed, every ones Heart being fille4 with Joy, 
| not doubring to tary the prize ; when'thus ſhe b-gan : 
i Ay Parents Worthy Sirs, live os; Bednal-Green, my Father is 


| ple; aud my Mother a poor Woman that Spins for bread; and theſe 
| are ry Parents, therefore I will not be induced by any means to 
\* This ſtruck our Gallants for a while as mute as a Mouſe in 
' a Cheeſe, ifter which they made difficulty to belfeve it, ſaying, 
; it could not be, that fuch home-ſpun Creatures could be'the 
Parents of ſv beavtiful a Maid, but ſbe inliſting on it, and giv: 
ing them an account of:the leaving them, and the reaſon, they | 
began to ſcratch their. Noddleg,, and ' ffamp . on the >toug | 
drawing in their. Horns faſter than they had put them our, the. 
Merchant, the Gentleman, and the ian-Kyeepers Sow, (wearin 
it was no Wij#- for theme. for they would not be Noſed © 


"4 


Gentleman, and a Knight, Yo her declaying her Parentage, ws | 


| get thither fir; bur whither ro go they knew not ; cherefare | 


i; led with a Doz and a Bell, living mpon the Charity of good Peg» | 


pj | | 
| Darrie without their Conſent. | 
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The Hiſtory of” the Dlind Reggar of Bednal-Green, 
one of a Beggers aegree, and {o they troopd of. Bur the COUNT 
knight who was inflamed with Love, and havino a croar Eltate | 
ſtood .cvot upon. {atereff lo, much, as pleaiing his Eanc, : after be « 
1 had:pauſed a while, roox the Blnſhinzs Maid by the Hana, and 
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1 - 1t T,1:270 TIRKWYV: Eos | 
# fad, "You fee my Dearft, how thoſe that: Conrted you, in hopes you 
| were a Great Fortiine, are wanifued: now they «find their miſlake : 
| Siy, will you yield to one more ronftant,': who'veruly Loves you for 
| yowr beauty and good Parts, and -you ſhall be without delay, (ole 
| Miſtreſs of him, and all that is his. | 
To which ſhe azſwercd with a Sigh, Alas! Sir, T dare not. 
expelf {o great a. Happineſs, or if I durſt, I wov'd not diipole 
ow lf even to you, who (though bluſhing) 5 muſt contels *: 
I ever efteemed. above the reſt, without confenr of my Parents, - 
lor though they are Poor, yer they = my. Parents (till. _, 
1s 
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How Pretty Betty Rid behind the Kpizht to her Father's 


The Hiftory of the Blind Beggear of Bednal-Green. 
"\'s modeſtly kindled his Prffion more and more, wherefore after 
re art, and many vows of Conft:ncy, tt was ygreed 


Eat re fhou d be ready with i Horſe and Servants the next 


Yormng ex]; and that fe woulk] come to him, that they 
wizh! Ride to Branal-Gr:w, ro 1:9uire the Old nian's Conſent; 
ytt this was not carried on fo /ecretly, bur Spiczs being abroad, 
diſcovered ir, not only to the Knight's Uncle, who managed þ 
E/tate, but to moſt of the To.ng men of Rumfora, who 
her Adinirers. | | 


CHAP. I X- 4 | ik 


and what befell ly the way, as alſo when jſbe arrived there, * 
her Father dropped Ange's witq the Knight s Uncle that. op 
the Match. 4 | ” 


UR Beantiful Virgin meeting her Courteous Knight at the 


no ſcraple to ule his Servants help in ſctring her behind him; 
bur ſcarcely were they cut. of the Town, but the 


e& what had beex told him to be true ; and thereupon he follow, 
ed to prevent the Match, as alſo did divers: Young Men: who 


. were &eply in Love with her, to Reſcue her from the Koight, 
whom they ſuppoſed had carried her away by force. | 


© So that great was the Hurry aud Confuſion, and rhe Towts 


' men taking the nearer way, got before him ep he arrived at th 
nal-Green, and fell upog hymn without giving hum leave to ok 


i. 


time and place appointed, relying upon his Fidelity, made 


"ITT 


s 
"Uncle coming to the "Inn, finding neither of them there, ſes 
OW. 
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The H:fory of the Blind 'Begger of Bednal-Green: ; 
for himſeif, or [afering his Miſtreſs to excuſe it; ſo that there 
began a ſai; Contiicr, mill ſuch time as divers Perſons that wer? 
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Travelling the Rozd came in and purted them, whereby they 
came to a right underſtanding ; which made thoſe that had 
| miſuſed him keg his Pardon, which he granted, and difmifſing 
them. kept on His way, till coming to the Old Man's Doot- 
they alighted ; which made him upor che hearing of Horſes trams | 
ple ( being a thing very unuſual) ſtart from che Fire, and put 
his Head out of his Window, and not underſtandivg rhe meas- 
fag of it, Cer the Knight's Uncle came puffing and blowing at 
a ftrange rat? ; Crying, Why bow now Nephew ? what's this I hear 
of you? aye you mai to aifyrace your Family by marrying a Beg-1 
 gar's brat ? for ſhame, for ſhame, conſider better thaz to make your ſelf-a, 
| 4aughing-ftock to the World, by ſuch an nnſeemly Match : Pray how 
came this about, you baggage 30u? But however, IT ſay Nephew, leave her, 
C 
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The Hiſtory of the Blind Beeeer of Beyuna'-Treen. 
and T will proviae you 4 Fortune, Rich and {uitable to your 
' Condit n. 


io this tle Young Knight wou:d hive Repyed, bur the Beg- 
gar growing Chilerick to hear Nis Dazohtir 10 .\ ate, inter- 
[ rnpted him. 

I canxct (| favs te Old > in) fee you at all but S; » (nbare 6p 
you are) f hee ar You 100 MC ”, ants mire ian becomes a :C evil Gene 


tleman ; nor & 1 cornt wv Cirl [9 mean, to fſuljer her to be Riiled 
633 at MY ON? Dyor ; th: refore, Pray QT, hold Cs pr a ting, Or Fl 
ſhall fetl for you with my Staff: { have . known toe day, whe Fi 
Taller Fello» than you durſ? not hav: pur me in a P. 7 won: If 
your Kyznſman aves mt thirs my Chi!!! ! a fit Match for him, let* 
her alone, and welcome; bus T thigh _ LEAULY 487% £908 b reeaing 
the is rot WAN? ana 4s for mMoBYy, ac it kawa to »: 8, her Fa. 
L>ber is realy to arop Anze!s with you for his Girl, it VOU have 
Many of Tear own :. Do Te mark me there? | 
? This {inart Speech put the Gertlcmes tO a Nonplas lor a while; 
ut coming to milder terrrs, the droppin? Bulſtncls was Concly- 
'*d on. 

And the Gentleman immea!, ately | {endiog li Servant, tofetch what 

201d he had, whilſt rhe Begger irom FIT; A > heap 0! Rags, and cold 
| Wake oull'd our a Cats Skin or two fufrd with Gold, where- 
"y.1t appeared his Trade had been advanta;zeous: and each Party 
ing ready, they Rained 2 Golden Shower \o plemituily, that» the» 
ientleman's Sock failed him, and the Peggar not hearing it Chink, © 
11 into a Laughter, and ſaid, How now Sir, is Tour * Moxy done” 
' fon? I thought at firſt Tor Jud: angre Words thay Mony ; pray 
7 your Creaers ſake, try your Friends, for 1 ha? three or four * 
"ats Skins with Golden Puddings in thiir bellics yet. Indeed 
id the Gentleman, 7 am content to own you have outdone me, 
a4 thint you have the Philoſopher”s Stone, or keep a Famaliar,' t0 
ing ir you from the Golden Mountains : but ſeeing the World goes” 
' well with you, I ſhall no further go about to perſwade my - 
e phey 


% 


The Fiiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. - 

phew from being yowr Son-in-Law, but beg Pardon. for whas 1 have 
dowe. O do you ſo? (laid the Beggar) them things may be better 
perhaps than you expe: When turning to the "Knight, U ather 
up, ſaid he, the looſe Corms I have [cattered, and here's a Cats 
Skin to make tha; up Three Thouſand Pounds, beſides a Hundred 
more t0 buy her a Gown, take this as her preſent Portion, and as 
vou behave your ſelf, exped? more ber elf TEN Remngnber I eve hy 
you, and with ber wy Blieſſino +: Go to Church and be \loxricd 'a God's 
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Name. Upon which, _ the Knight and his- fair Miſtreſs " 
on their: Knees, gave him twenty Thanks, and departed ; whillt 
thoſe that had been Suitors, hearing what had happened, Were | 
ready, zo hang themſelves for madnels. oe 


Chap. 


The Hiflory of the Blind Beegar of Bednal-Creen. 
CHAT *; 


eree diſcovered ; together, with the Feſtival in Yor hot nf and, 
"E*HINGS being come to this pals, pre © 111GnS were 
made for the Wedding ; to winch rid iveiy worthy 


'Sumptuous Fare, whilit the lovely Bride was ice ro Church 
' by her Worthy Bridegroom, Feafting the Eyes of the Behol- 
\. ders with her Beauty ; and when the facred Bands were ty?q, 
hey retura'd, with the like Splendour, to the place of Feaſtiyal 


| excellemly becoming and Gracing what they wore, as if Na- 


ture fad inzde her the moſt exaCt pattern of Beauty : Being 
02:7: and the Yable fpread, the Bride, now of a Beggar's 
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Daughter made 3 L:dv, took her place, out-ſhining otker 
Peautys that were there, as far as the Moon is out-ſhoge by the, 
Sun : And now nothing but the O14 Beggar and his Wife was- 
ning, when they ſnon came, Richly dreſſed in _— anc 
4 elyct 


q How pretty Betty was Married to the Ranoht, 26! oy true Pen. 


; Verlvnzges, no coſt being ſpared, cither in {ht Apperel, or 
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The Hiſtory of the Blind Beggar of Bednal-Green. 

Velvet Embroidered with Gold, ſo that all things went on in 
Joy and Merriment, and great was the fatisfaQtion the Company 
received ia their Repaſt; but more in. the Muſick, Dancing, 
Maſquerading, and the like ; while the Old Man had prepared 
to: Celebrate the happy Nuprials, and in the end, craving Atten- 
tion, he Sung this | 


SONG. *. 


Tou Gallaits all that here are come, 
to make" tis diy more bappy prove, 
Know, though Pm Blind, | am not Dumb, 
but wiſh you Happineſs and Love: 
The Bride, though her Birth fecm but mat, 
defcend:d of a Worthy Race; 
Her AnceStorg-they- creat have been, 
if you her Pedigree do Trace, 


Know, ſhe is Monford*s Daughter Fair, 
who lo bis Sight ith Wars of France ; 
| Who ever fance in Begging here 
did take his Happy Thing "chance : 
Confider, Bridegroom, then her Buith, 
whom ſome Z think but Mean and Low, 
| As much of Honour can bing forth, 
as you have Power to ſbow. 


The Hiftory of the Blixza Beggar of Bednal-Green. 4 

The Name of Morford *which "had been held" Famons. for 

\. Vertue and Valour in thoſe Days, did not a little cauſe Wonder 
' in the Hearers, who deſiring him to explain himfelt ; he plaidly 
told” them his Adventures in Fraxce and” Exeland, 'and how 
took .up the Trade of begging, and the like ; which cauſed” 
general Joy, fince all that had' formerly known him -by lik 
Name, {ſuppoſed him to be dead, 53 ihe Frideeroom was pri 
nounced now more happy than ev-r, So ,his Lovely Bridz 
whoſe Birth and Fortune equitled his in all Degrees; and ok 
Monforad promiſing, for the Credit of his Daughter, to leave 


> 


; of the' Begging Trade, and live upon what he had gor, the Day 
rr Concluded, to the Joy and Satisfattion of all Partys. 
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